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Hello. This is my portfolio. These 
pages are a compilation of some of my favorite 
projects and creations from my life over the 
past several years. They are a personal tribute to 
what I have achieved so far and are a platform 
for what I have planned in the future. Enjoy.

AARON
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GENSLER | JUNIOR ARCHITECT
MINNEAPOLIS, MN  |  02.2014  - 06.2016

Have gained experience in architectural design, construction documentation, 
rendering and modeling. Responsible for various projects ranging from schematic 
design to construction administration, and have personally designed and implemented 
the office’s new Revit project template, design, and detail database.

ATELIER DROME ARCHITECTURE | JUNIOR ARCHITECT
SEATTLE, WA  |  07.2016  - 09.2016

Valuable experience earned in client relations, site documentation, and architectural 
discourse, learned through hospitality and residential designs. Applied skills in hand 
and digital rendering, modeling, and standardization of BIM project work.

NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY | GRADUATE ASSISTANT
FARGO, ND  |  08.2012 - 05.2013

Assisted teaching of architectural studio during graduate year. Responsible for 
tudoring students and helping them develop their projects, as well as presenting 
architectural theory and its applications.

NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY | MASTER’S OF ARCHITECTURE
GPA  3.8  |  05.2013  |  Magna Cum Laude

NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY | 
GPA  3.8  |  05.2012

STUDY ABROAD SEMESTER IN LILLE, FRANCE
02.2012 - 05.2012
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DESIGN THESIS | RESIDENTIAL REDUX

Residential redux is a notion that one day when suburban 
expansion reverts back to urban infill and we truly see 
the revitalization of our most fractured cities, that 
with it we bring a greater understanding of community 
and neighborhood and hold in higher regards the 
importance of each.

Through architectural and sociological means, this is an 
attempt to bring people together by understanding the 
societal mechanisms that have formed in our modern 
cities, respecting the barriers of public and privacy, and 
implementing a sensitive solution to the problems that 
occur when they are not achieved.

MINNEAPOLIS, MN
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The barriers between the public and the private run thin 
and many, like pages in a book. By allowing ourselves 
to tear through the pages, we can begin to reveal the 
barriers as a whole and how we find our places within it.

THE ARTEFACT

A building that houses people also houses community. 
The layers of privacy and publicity foster this community 
and encourages the community to seek shelter wherever 
it chooses.

THE FORM
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Like sheets of paper, the building folds 
and rises from the streetscape. A cut 
through the center marks the entrance.

Standardized building form

Cut paths for public access points

Unify blocks and add natural lighting to 
interior

Set east block back for better access
Designate apartments and condominiums and 
add bridge to link block together
Raise and lower rooflines for better solar 
orientation

1
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5

6

LAYER ONE PUBLIC

PROCESS

1 4

2 5

3 6
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Greenspace offers access to the interior of the 
block and invites the local residents and general 
public to engage.

LAYER TWO NEIGHBORHOOD
The street connects boulevards together and 
brings a sense of unity and belonging to a 
neighborhood.

LAYER THREE STREET
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Between the street and the home lies another 
layer of privacy and opportunity for social 
interaction. It is the entrance to the home.

LAYER FOUR BOULEVARD
The final layer of privacy and resting point for 
a family.

LAYER FIVE HOME
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LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE

SOUTH SECTION / ELEVATION
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SHAKER BARN ADAPTIVE RE-USE

In upstate New York lies a prized landmark, the 
stone shell of a historic barn that was operated by 
the local Shaker community. That community has 
sought to breathe life into the structure once again, 
and to benefit the town as a private school house 
and  seasonal chamber music hall. The project is an 
interpretation of traditional Shaker construction 
techniques merged with new technologies, and to 
find balance in a changing world.

NEW LEBANON, NY
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MIXED - USE
ACADEMIC

FOURTH FLOOR
AUDITORIUM / ORCHESTRA HALL

THIRD FLOOR
CLASSROOMS / GATHERING SPACE

SECOND FLOOR
CLASSROOMS / CAFETERIA

FIRST FLOOR
STORAGE / MECHANICAL

By taking advantage of the large south facade, 
insulated skylights and large windows help 
to light and heat the upper floors. Operable 
windows along the roof passively ventilate 
air through the stack effect.

PASSIVE SYSTEMS

EXISTING CONDITIONS
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MATERIAL PALLET

21 3 4 5

With respect to traditional Shaker architecture, 
the goal of the project is to embody a humble, 
natural feel and to allow the materials to age 
gracefully through the building’s life.

1

2

3

5

4

THE MODEL
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EXTERIOR SPACE MORNING CLASSES INTERIOR SPACE EVENING PERFORMANCE
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ARCHITECTURAL  ARCHIVE

The city of Chicago is steeped in 
architectural history, and behind every 
building both new and old is work 
detailing its design. The proposal is to 
develop an additional storage space to 
the city’s archive and one that reflects 
Chicago’s layered history. In addition to 
holding priceless documents for the 
next millenia, the objective is to open up 
the archive to the public and become an 
open window to the past.

W CONGRESS PKWY

CHICAGO, IL
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
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THE PARTI
Like a protective shield, the form wraps around and 
protects the artifacts within. An exposed edge reveals this 
intention to the public and to the elements above.

Massed volume on site footprint 
to meet floor- area ratio

Extend upper floor outwards to 
maximize building’s square footage

Reveal atrium to southeast light 
and views to Lake Michigan

Expose entry and give weight to 
architectural gestures

THE FORM
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GRAPHIC ASCENT
1

2

3

6

10

Running along the building’s vertical reveal is 
a large graphic displaying many of the archive’s 
stored documents. Where the original drawings 
need to be protected from light and the elements, 
these illustrations can be placed on display as a 
reflection to the contents within.

FLOOR PLANS SOUTH SECTION

INTERIOR SPACE ATRIUM EXTERIOR EAST REVEAL

MATERIAL PALLET

Like the documents that the archive protects, the building needs to 
embody a sense of time and preservation. Patinaed panels on the exterior 
stand in contrast to the polished copper within and a pedestal of stone 
anchors the structure’s top-heavy appearance.32 33



INTERIOR SPACE ENTRY INTERIOR SPACE STUDY
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Completed in May of 2016, The Margaret A. Cargill 
Philanthropies project is a large expansion of the 
organization’s existing headquarters in Eden 
Prairie, Minnesota. The MACP had grown greatly 
in recent years and were in need of a design 
that not only comfortably housed all of their 
employees, but was reflective of the generous life 
and legacy of Margaret Cargill herself. The goal 
was to create a warm, hospitable environment 
that masked its size with keen attention to scale 
and a residential touch. The headquarters is LEED 
Platinum certified and implements a wide array 
of passive and active systems. From geothermal 
and solar heating, photovoltaics, and tubular 
daylighting, to high-tech wall and window design, 
the organization has a new headquarters that 
both they and their community can call home.

From its initial design stages to final completion, I 
was working directly with my team to deliver both 
the design and visualizations. I was also responsible 
for setting up and maintaining the digital models, 
researching manufacturers, architectural 
detailing, compiling design presentations, and 
assisting in construction administration.

MARGARET A. CARGILL 
PHILANTHROPIES EXPANSION
2014-2016  |  118,000 SF  |  EDEN PRAIRIE, MN
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2407 University is a joint development with the 
University of Minnesota and a local developer to 
convert an underdeveloped campus block into 
a retail, residential, commercial, and hoteling 
destination. Anchored between the university’s 
football stadium and a pedestrian thoroughfair, 
the site serves as a place to foster a live, work, 
play environment and one that collaborates an 
atmosphere of education and living. The project is 
set to become the U of M’s new destination and 
spark a new era of development for the university 
district.

I was part of the design team during the project’s 
initial stages and was responsible for site analysis, 
massing studies, metrics calculations, graphics, 
and initial design conceptualizations. This laid 
the groundwork for the site’s final planning and 
future visualizations.

2407 UNIVERSITY AVENUE
2015  |  900,000 SF  |  MINNEAPOLIS, MN
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The Minneapolis Convention Center has a goal 
to refresh their existing 18 acre building over 
the course of several years and to bring it to a 
level of design respectable by the surrounding 
community. Initially built in the early 1990s, the 
center has been in need of a facelift and has 
seen many small projects that not only clean up 
the aging interior, but enhance the building’s 
existing beauty in the process. The philosophy in 
the refresh is to minimalize and remove the excess 
design, allowing the simplified form to flourish. 
Some of these refresh projects include adding a 
destination bar to their lobby and by selecting new 
carpet, paint, sconces, railings, and furniture. I 
have been responsible for detailing, visualizations, 
and documentation for many of these projects. In 
later stages, I have also helped design and visualize 
an onsite water reclamation system for both 
sustainable and educational purposes.

MINNEAPOLIS CONVENTION 
CENTER REFRESH
2014-2016  |  550,000 SF  |  MINNEAPOLIS, MN

CARPET REFRESH

DESTINATION BAR PAINT REFRESH

RECLAIMED WATER CISTERN STUDY
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RESIDE was a regional design initiative in order to explore and strategize a solution to 
affordable housing in our cities. The team included several office members and with 
one month’s research were given the task of presenting our findings to other offices 
in the region. Our solution was to create a new means of living through programmatic 
analysis and construction techniques that benefit a fluctuating market. Inspired by 
differing housing types found in different cities such as rowhomes and highrises, a new 
type of residence can capitalize on the economic strengths of each and hybridize as an 
inexpensive means of development.

By creating a flexbile and phased construction method, 
the developer can not only build low-cost housing for the 
current market, but still allow for higher density towers 
when the neighborhood demands it. This ensures that the 
block not only becomes denser in time, but that the developer 
doesn’t need to risk an initial low return on investment with 
high-rise construction.

RESIDE  |  MINNEAPOLIS
2015  |  MINNEAPOLIS, MN

FOURPLEX ROWHOUSE 5-ON-1 WAREHOUSE
CONVERSION

STUDENT
HOUSING HIGHRISE

GREENSPACE RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS

ROWHOUSES + COMMERCIAL

COMMON HOUSING TYPES

ANCHOR TENANT W/ COMMUNAL 
GREENSPACE ABOVE

MAJOR CORRIDORS

PARKING

HIGH DENSITY BLOCK

ENTRY

COMMERCIAL

COMMUNAL

CIRCULATION

RESIDENTIAL

DENSITY

COST

R.O.I.

PHASE 1 
Line the street with medium 
density, low-cost construction. 
Integrate commerical properties 
with residential to ensure vibrant 
streetlife in the future.

PHASE 2 
Construct additional parking 
and tower when market demands 
higher density and more cost-
effective housing.

PHASE 3 
Add major commercial space 
to corner or infill with more 
medium-density housing in order 
to fill out the block and capitalize 
on a flexible market.
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The project is a small single-family residence located in the Madrona neighborhood of 
Seattle. Still under development, the project goal is to redesign the front facade and 
surrounding landscape so that it not only stands out from its neighbors, but blends in 
seamlessly with the rest of the site. This project presented me the opportunity to work 
with the client directly and to be the lead designer, working on initial concept work, 
material selections, and renderings. After much deliberation, a catalog of materials, 
forms, and concepts reduced down into a holistic design and one that the client loves.

KOURETCHIAN RESIDENCE
2016  |  SEATTLE, WA

SITE STUDY

CONCEPT WORK

PERSPECTIVE VIEW

PERSPECTIVE VIEW

PLAN VIEW
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This is a small sample from a larger 
portfolio of commissioned and personal 
works. In addition to being a hobby, 
drawing has become a professional 
practice.

DRAWING
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ILLUSTRATIONS CHILDREN’S BOOK

These pages are from a children’s 
book that I illustrated in 2013. 
Although the works were never 
published, the experience was a 
unique look into the illustrating 
process and bringing a story to life 
through visual means.

While watercolors set the tone of 
the final design, they were layered 
in digitally to give a textural feel. 
linework was drawn in pen and ink to 
bring the layers together.

Watercolor can be a creative means of 
visual expression and has found its way 
into many works, both personal and 
professional.

WATERCOLOR
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Design takes many forms and 3d printing can 
be used as an extension to more traditional 
construction methods. The potential for 
more complex designs and their three-
dimensional representations is very much a 
reality.

3D PRINTING
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Typography is an essential form of expression 
in design and has done so for centuries. It 
expresses the language of the designer in more 
ways than one and merges written word with 
unwritten meaning.

TYPOGRAPHY
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Thank you! 

AARON J. BLAHA
612.751.0546

AARON_BLAHA@BLAHADESIGN.COM
WWW.BLAHADESIGN.COM


